ACIAR and the DFID/ADB funded “Making Markets Work Better for the Poor” (M4P) project have collaborated to conduct a seminar on Generating profits from science and technology during the annual “M4P Week” in Hanoi. The Seminar was a practical session for scientists, business people and facilitators to provide an initial introduction to the potential for generating profits from pro-poor agricultural technologies under the recently implemented Decree 115. This decree is designed to transform research institutes into autonomous organizations responsible for raising their own revenue – a portion of which will need to come from commercialization of research products.
The seminar brought together representatives of research institutes under MARD, business people interested in partnering with institutes in the commercialization process and donors and NGOs who are interested in acting as facilitators to help the process of commercialization. Participants heard presentations from MOST on the rationale for the new policy, comments from the Director of VAAS on responses to the new policy direction and also listened to three presentations from research institutes in aquaculture and horticulture who have successfully undertaken commercializing activities.

During working group sessions, research institutes and businesses took the opportunity to share information and expectations about research products and the commercialization process. Potential facilitators also discussed ways to harmonize support in this area and debated various principles that could be followed in supporting commercialization, especially from a pro-poor perspective. 
As this was one of the first events organized in Vietnam to address this topic, the results were very encouraging. The group work yielded good results that will form the basis of the development of training material for institutes interested in commercialization, companies gained a better understanding of the types of research product available, and donors and NGOs outlined plans for ongoing support in this area. 

On the strength of this first activity, 2007 will likely see further collaborative activities between ACIAR and M4P in this area in order to assist commercialization activities, particularly of products with pro-poor characteristics.

